Name of Unit: Interpreting a Place
	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Established Goals

Writing: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Speaking & Listening: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the

organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

	Transfer

	
	Students will be able to independently use their learning to….

Present information 


	
	Meaning

	
	UNDERSTANDINGS

Students will understand that….
The perception of a place or setting is created by specific description and/or experience.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Students will keep considering….
How do people affect place?  

How does place affect people?
How can you tell the story of a place?


	
	Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

	
	Students will know…
Theme, Descriptive Detail
	Students will be skilled at…
Present a theme with supporting descriptive details.
Using digital media to communicate an idea.

Clearly presenting an interpretation of a place with appropriate supporting details to an audience.




	Stage 2 - Evidence

	Evaluative Criteria
	Students will show their learning by…

	
	PERFORMANCE TASK(S):

Creating and presenting a digital-media based interpretation of a chosen place.
· Oral 



	
	OTHER EVIDENCE:

Journal entries – Place journals with detailed entries (specific questions which require students to focus on sensory details and begin to develop a theme of the place.)
· 10 things that you see from the biggest to the smallest

· 5 sounds that you smell

· 2 tastes

Collected and compiled evidence such as newspaper articles, interview notes, historical or current research, images




	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction


	Instruction from Luis on whatever media is most appropriate (PowerPoint, Prezi, Photo Story)
Half day visit to the Park

1. Introduction: 

a. Imagine a particular favorite place – pay attention to the details
i. Give 10 adjectives – share with neighbor – some share with full class

ii. Give 5 nouns - share with neighbor – some share with full class

b. Teacher gives list of adjectives and nouns from literary excerpt (e.g. “Fall of the House of Usher”, Scarlet Letter, Howard F. Mosher)
i. Generate ideas of the interpretation of the settings
ii. Hand out passage and read together as a class – highlight adjectives and nouns from list

iii. Insert someone else’s list of adjectives and nouns – Mad Libs style

2. Development of a theme – Interpreting a place
a. Using literary examples, what emotions go with this place, what is being said about it?

b. Activity led by Kat

3. Prepare for visit to Park

a. Michelle to coordinate – poll students on places of interest

b. List of journal questions – How does this place make you feel?  What do you see?  What do you smell?  What do you hear?  Draw a thumbnail sketch of a part of this place.  How have people shaped this place?  What else would you like to learn about this place?



	Resources: Kat, Luis

To Do: 

1. Kat to coordinate with Jen re science and presentation criteria for Mercury Project

2. Michelle to create draft of performance task and forward to Patti, Greg, and Kat

3. Greg to research literary examples of settings and to forward

4. Michelle to develop learning plan and to forward


